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From; Dore’ Hunter

Sent: Saturday, March31, 2007 12:20 PM

To: Walter Foster (office); Manager Department

Cc; Board of Selectmen

Subject: Recommended BOS letters

Walter,

I think it would be appropriate and important that the BOS fairly promptly issue three letters over the
Chairmans signature:

1) Letter to all our State legislators urging them to support enactment of the Governors Municipal Partnership
Act .. see the MMA Alert, last item in this weeks Packet.

2) Appropriate letters to both the outgoing and incoming Northeastern Correctional Facility Superintendents
those folks are important neighbors and we need to remain in touch and in the good graces of the Correctional
Facility management - think School Street field leases.

Regards,
Dore’ Hunter
Selectman & VSO, Town of Acton, MA
Telephone: 978-263-0882
Email: dorehunter@aol.com

See what’s free at AOLcom.

4/2/2007
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HOUSE W&M COMMHTEE TO RELEASE BUD B\~R&PRUo7l JIj

PleaseCall YourLegislatorsNow on KeyLoca kA Needs LI

TheHouseandSenateWays& MeansCommitteeshavecompletedtheirjointpubli hearingson the fiscal 2008 budget
recommendationfiled by Coy. Deval Patrickon February28. TheHouse~
bill on April 11, with floor debateslatedto beginon April 23.

Fiscal2008 is shapingup to bea very difficult andpainful year,with economicgrowth andstatetax collections
slowing,and fixed costsfor healthcare,constructionand energyrisingaboveinflation at both thestateand local levels.
The Governor’sbudget(HouseOne)closeda$1.3 billion statebudgetgapmostly by restrainingspending,including in
somemajor local aid accountssuchasChapter70. Municipal officials arereportingthat widebudgetgapsare
commonplacelocally, reflectingachronicstructuralmismatchbetweenslowgrowth in tightly cappedpropertytax
revenues,generallylow local aid levels,andrisingcosts.

It is importantthat you let your legislatorsknow theimpactof theHouseOnelocal aid numberson yourcommunity.
Legislatorsaretalkingtothe WaysandMeansCommitteeChairs aboutpriority budgetprogramsandpossibleincreases
abovetheGovernor’sbudget,especiallyin Chapter70 schoolaid.

MUNICIPAL AID: Of coursethebest long-termsolution for cities andtownsis winninga permanentrevenuesharing
plan, butwith the statefacingsucha largedeficit, the focusfor fiscal 2008is on theexistingaccounts.TheGovernor’s
budgetproposeda small increasein Lottery distributions(S15million) for the municipal sideof theCherrySheetthat
reflectsthevery slowgrowth in Lottery revenues.HouseOnewould also increasethe PILOT accountby $3 million.
Pleasetell your legislatorsaboutyourlocal shortfalls andthenee&fQijon -term reinvestmentin muniçjp~jaid. 4J~Q~

pkga askyour Ic islators to ensurethat thçstate’s50percentshareofthe CherryShçetpoliceinççpjjveayjroram

~nded.

SCHOOL AID: HouseOnewouldincreaseChapter70 school aid by $200million nextyear,usinga scaled-backplan
that partially implementstheimportantschool aid andlocal contributionreformsadoptedby theLegislaturelast year.
Full funding of Chapter70 would requireanadditional $60 million.

In HouseOne, 156 of the state’s328 school districtswould receiveonly the$50 perstudentminimum aid
amount far too little to maintainservices. If theLegislaturefully fundedtheplan they set in motion lastyear,there
would befewerthan 60 minimumaid districts, with most communitiesbenefiting. Pleaseaskyour le is/ators to

~aurart theincreasenecessarysofundtheschooLaid Ianapprovedlast year,

• Schoolaid lossescausedby charterschooltuition paymentsare sodeepthat 30 school districtscould seea cut in
oct school aid next year,with many moredistrictsandcommunitiesbeinghardhit as well. As/jypjg-lggJs~orsto
protectall
districts after thechartqrtuition ayments euaranteein that everycommuni ‘seesafl atgr 70 increase.

THE LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS: The structuralbudgetgapsfacingcities andtownscannotbe adequately
addressedwithin our currentsystemof over-relianceon thepropertytax, limited local aid andvery restricted“home
rule” authorityto managespending,which is why theMMA and cities andtownsacrossthestateare supportingthe
Municipal PartnershipAct filed by theGovernorlastmonth(seewww.mma.orgfor details). Thebill includesvital
measuresthat would makelocal governmentmoreself-reliant. ?j~gieaskvouLjeis/ator~vtoconzmJJ±o~ppgrjallo

ifle provisionsof thepgjnersh4plegislation,andenactthemeasuresbeforeJune30,including lqgg~gJSianmealsand
~heGICorheaJth
insurancefor thosewho maybejjest andinvestin lop j. ensionassetswith thestate und.

Forfurtherinformation,pleasevisit theMMA websiteat www.mma.orgor contactthe MMA’s LegislativeDivision.

Massac/iusens~l’funicipa1Assocsat,on,One WinthropSquare,Boston, ?vfassachusetis021/0; (6/7) 426-7272
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Kevin NI. Burke
~Dcrc’terr

March 26, 2007

Acton Boardof Selectmen
Town Of Acton
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720
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JamesBender
De7ym.~(

DearBoardof Selectmen:

I amwriting this letterto inform you of my forthcomingtransferto BostonPre-ReleaseCenter,
Roslindale,MA as Superintendent.My last dayat NortheasternCorrectionalCenterwill be Friday,
March 30, 2007. With thatmentioned,PaulRuanewill be assignedas the Superintendentat
NortheasternCorrectionalCentereffectiveMonday,April 2, 2007.

SuperintendentPaulRuanecomesto the institutionwith a greatdealof knowledgeandexperience
with inmatereintegration,work release,andcommunitywork crews. I amconfidentthat
SuperintendentPaulRuanewill continueto work closelywith you on mattersof concem,as well as
keepingyouabreastof anychangesthataffect your organization.

In closing,I would like to takethis opportunityby thankingyoufor the strongpartnershipwe’ve
developedduringmy tenureas Superintendentat NortheasternCorrectionalCenter. It’s beena
pleasureworkingwith you.

Sincerely,


